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Mendoza area preliminary 2004 harvest report

It is important to state that until today we have harvested approximately 80% of the total grapes (Malbec and Cabernet Sauvignon) we will process this year.

This 2004 harvest began with no relevant delays compared with past years. We at Montes have, in general terms, harvested a bit later than some of our neighbours as we have the philosophy of waiting until the grapes are fully ripe. 

It has been a slightly more rainy year than previous ones, but with much less hail effects. The rains in this side of the Andes, have much less effects as the very low atmosphere humidity and dry soils help to absorb all the humidity brought by the rain.

The work and management done in the vineyards have helped a lot to get into the cellar healthy and ripe fruit. The level of healthiness in the grapes has been notorious, despite the rain mentioned.

Once in the cellar, the grapes have been through a very intensive selection process. Bunches and berries have been selected before they are going to the fermentation tanks in order to have only the very best fruit. Aromas and colours are showing well as good as 2003 vintage and in some cases as good as the well known 2002 vintage.

Aurelio Montes
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